
 

Miami Valley Immigration Coalition 

 

 

Our purpose is to 
be an alliance in 
the Miami Valley 

for immigrant  
justice. 

Join us! 

Heartbreaking News about Honduran Migrant Family 
. . . Yet the Work of Accompaniment Continues 

decisions about what to do next.  Generous do-
nations are enabling us to offer some support 
for IDs, school supplies and rent for up to a year.  
While the longer-term situation of our new 
friends is not yet clear, we can continue to walk 
alongside them so that they know that they are 
not forgotten here.  We are reaching out to oth-
ers closer to the border who may also connect 
with this family. 
Although we promised to hold the living space 
for this family, it seems clear that they will not 
be coming to Ohio for some months.   The open 
space has enabled us to respond with welcome 
to another asylum-seeking family of four who 
need housing and help making basic connec-
tions but will not need the same level of finan-
cial support.  We expect these new Columbian 
friends to arrive in late October or early Novem-
ber and have promised them a home at the 
church for at least two months.  Our community 
will be enriched with the presence of these new 
friends. 
The Asylum Working Group will continue to 
keep the Lower Miami congregation and other 
supporters updated about these situations and 
ways in which we can accompany both families 
as they continue to seek security and the basic 
needs of life.  If you have questions or concerns, 
please reach out to Jan at 859-358-8152. 

The Honduran family that was expected to ar-
rive in Dayton during the week of August 30 
and move into the Lower Miami Church of the 
Brethren building is back in Mexico after being 
detained by Customs and Border Patrol on Au-
gust 29 and dumped back in Tijuana on the 
30th.  They entered under the process known 
as Huisha that was designed to allow highly 
vulnerable families and individuals into the US 
in exemption to Title 42 border restrictions 
(See info about Title 42 elsewhere in this news-
letter).  The process is part of an agreement 
that grew out of an ACLU lawsuit that has ena-
bled thousands of families to reenter the US 
and apply for asylum here.  The family of four 
filed their paperwork in July and then ap-
peared at the border at the time assigned to 
them.  They did everything they were required 
to do but, after being detained for some time, 
were returned to Tijuana with minimal expla-
nation.  Their experience has added trauma 
upon trauma as they once again were in immi-
grant jail when they had expected to enter the 
US and prepare to come to Ohio.  Once here, 
they would have filed for asylum as provided 
by law. 
Along with sponsors, Jan and Dick Futrell, the 
MVIC Asylum and Sanctuary Working Group is 
committed to staying in touch with the family 
as they find a place to live in Mexico and make 



Opportunities to Host  
Persons Seeking Asylum 
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Help protect immigrants from the violation of their human rights. 

Join a New Working Group to 
Support Immigrant Justice 

Get a Yard Sign to Put in Your Yard 
Yard signs are a way to create space in your neighbor-
hood and show support for immigrants!  
Signs are $15/each and come with a metal yard stake. 
We will arrange pick up of signs after the order comes 
in.  Place your order via email at:  

ImmigrationDayton@gmail.com  

People seeking asylum in the United States are usually de-
tained by US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 
Few migrants are granted release without a "sponsor" on 
record, yet many come to the US knowing no one. Asylum 
Seekers Sponsorship Project (ASSP) is building a community 
of resistance against the injustice of the US immigration sys-
tem by finding sponsors for people stuck in immigrant pris-
ons. ASSP is the largest vetting and matching organization in 
the US for people seeking asylum and we work with asylum 
seekers from around the world with a wide range of inter-
ests, educational background, language skills, values, and 
culture. Currently, there is a great need for sponsors for 
young single men. 
Bringing a stranger into our homes is not a common practice 
in the U.S. But we must remember that people come to this 
country seeking safety, yet they are put in prison. They must 
often trust in strangers: strangers to get them out of deten-
tion, to support them, and to join with them in seeking free-
dom. We are those strangers. Sponsorship is not an act of 
charity; it is an act of solidarity. Gracious resistance=radical 
hospitality! 
Do you have an extra room in your house?   What would it 
take for you to consider being a sponsor?  If you are interest-
ed in learning more, please contact local sponsors, Kerri Shaw 
at kerrishaw09@gmail.com or 740-707-4241 or Jan Futrell at 
peacepathsteps@gmail.com or 859-358-8152. 
 You can read about what being a sponsor entails and apply 
on the ASSP website:  

https://www.asylumsponsorshipproject.org 

You are invited to participate in two new working groups focusing 
on Advocacy and on Community Education on behalf of our immi-
grant neighbors. 
 
Advocacy 
 The Advocacy Working Group will be immigrants and allies work-
ing together to support immigrants in their quest for equitable and 
just treatment.  It will identify specific needs both locally and na-
tionally that it will address through individual and collective action 
(i.e., letter writing, editorials, public witnessing, promotion of poli-
cy changes, interaction with legislators, etc.) to bring about posi-
tive change.  It will reach out to others in the community and join 
with state and national organizations to advance an agenda of jus-
tice seeking on behalf of immigrants.  The initial work of this group 
is facilitated by Lynn Buffington, a member of the MVIC leadership 
team.  If you would like to be active in this group, please contact 
Lynn at her email address:   abufflg@gmail.com .  Include your 
name, email and a phone number where you can be reached. 
 
Community Education 
The Community Education Working Group will be immigrants and 
allies working together to better inform the larger community 
about immigrant issues focusing on equity and justice.  The group 
will identify specific issues of concern and launch a variety of edu-
cational ventures (lunch and learn, workshops, forums, media pro-
jects, etc.) across the community.  The initial work of this group is 
facilitated by Bob Lewis, a member of the MVIC leadership team.  
If you would like to be active in this group, please contact Bob at 
his email address:  bobslewis@hotmail.com .  Include your name, 
email and a phone number where you can be reached. 

 

MAKE A DONATION 
Current donations to the Miami  
Valley Immigration Coalition are  
targeted to supporting asylum  

for immigrants and for general operations  
of the Coalition. 

Go to the Coalition at 
www.mvicdayton.org  
and give generously. 

Miami Valley Immigration Coalition 
505 Riverside Drive, Dayton, OH  45405 
Email:  immigrationdayton@gmail.com 

Website:  mvicdayton.org 
Facebook:  https://facebook.com/groups/

MVImmigrantCoalition/ 
Phone: 859-358-8152 

mailto:kerrishaw09@gmail.com
mailto:peacepathsteps@gamil.com
https://www.asylumsponsorshipproject.org/
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Title 42 is the Public Health Order issued in March 
2020 used to justify immediate deportation of peo-
ple crossing the border, preventing them from 
claiming asylum. The claim was that this would 
prevent the spread of COVID-19, even though the 
virus was already spreading rapidly throughout the 
United States and COVID spread like a wildfire 
through detention centers and crowded camps 
across the border in Mexico that people were be-
ing returned to. This was never a public health is-
sue, just a convenient excuse to stop asylum claims 
from being made in hopes that migrants would 
give up and go away. 
The Biden Administration promised a more hu-
mane approach to immigration while campaigning, 
but there has been little change. A camp of mostly 
Haitians were chased by Border Patrol officers on 
horseback at the end of September to deport them 
to a country that experienced a presidential assas-
sination, hurricane and earthquake all within a sin-
gle month; any single one of these events would 
have allowed for Temporary Protected Status with-
in the U.S. for a period of time before 2017 and yet 
these migrants were given the option of deporta-
tion or fleeing back across the river to Mexico. This 
is not humane, and Border Patrol and ICE agents 
are so normalized to dehumanizing migrants that 
they do it openly in broad daylight in front of cam-
eras and witnesses, traumatizing and terrorizing 
people seeking safety. A federal court gave the 
U.S. Government two weeks to stop the Title 42 
expulsions in mid-September, but the Biden Ad-
ministration appealed the order and now Title 42 is 
allowed to continue until hearings are held in Janu-
ary 2022. It is unconscionable and unacceptable. 
Call the White House public comment line at 202-
456-1111 and demand an end to Title 42. The deci-
sion to end Title 42 is fully within the control of the 
Executive Branch, but we must also be pressuring 
Congress to demand an end to Title 42 and to pass 

immigration reform now. You can learn more and 
get talking points here: Learn more at https://
www.hias.org/title42. Save the phone numbers of 
your members of Congress in your phone and call 
them a couple times each week, the more they 
hear from constituents that this is a policy we care 
about and demand action on, the more likely we 
are to get changes in the laws and policies before 
the mid-term elections in 2022 rather than more 
empty promises. You can reach Senator Portman at 
202-224-3353, Senator Brown at 202-224-2315 and 
Rep. Turner at 202-225-6465. You can also contact 
the Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121 and asked 
to be transferred to your members’ offices. 
 

Seeking a More  
Humane Immigration Policy  

– End Title 42 

A community ID for persons who don't have ac-
cess to a usual id (such as a driver's license) is in 
the works. Persons eligible would include home-
less, returning citizens, immigrants, etc.  A coali-
tion of organizations has been formed to lead this, 
similar to the group that has been doing this in 
Cincinnati for several years.  It is part of a larger 
coalition nationally under the name Faith-
Action.  Much of the guidance for establishing this 
has come from FaithAction which provides train-
ing and resources to launch in new communities. 
Stephanie Patiño-Garfias, who has been active 
with Miami Valley Immigration Coalition, has pro-
vided the initial leadership for this with initial 
funding from Hall Hunger.  Primary volunteer sup-
port is being provided through Westminster  
Presbyterian Church. 

Community ID Project Launched 

 



 

 

MVIC Meeting: Sharing,  
Celebrating and Organizing  

City of Dayton Passes Surveillance 
Ordinance with  Coalition Support 

An ordinance, promising transparency and public 
review on the purchase and use of surveillance 
equipment, such as license plate readers and “shot 
spotters”, was approved by the Dayton City Com-
mission on May 12, 2021.  Assisting in shaping the 
content of the ordinance was a coalition of organi-
zations and individuals who worked with legal staff 
from ABLE, including Kathleen Kersh and Ellis Ja-
cobs.  Members of the coalition included represent-
atives from Latinos Unidos, Black Lives Matter Day-
ton, NAACP, MVIC, LEAD, and the Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce.   
The City of Dayton has provided a signup link for 
individuals who want to be notified as provided un-
der the Surveillance Ordinance. If you sign up, you 
should receive notifications when the Dayton Police 
Dept is seeking approval to: 

a. acquire new surveillance technology, 
b. use existing technology in a manner different 
than it was previously approved, or  
c. share surveillance data with a non-City entity.  

These notifications should include the correspond-
ing notice of public hearing, Surveillance Impact Re-
port, and proposed use policy. PLEASE SIGN UP us-
ing the link below when you get a chance! 
 

https://www.daytonohio.gov/FormCenter/Police-4/
Police-Surveillance-Deployment-Notificat-117  

On August 19, more than forty gathered at Grace 
United Methodist Church for MVIC’s general 
meeting, the first in person in more than a year. 
Updates on coalition and partner work were well-
received; attendees remarked on the number and 
quality of ongoing projects, some featured in this 
issue: Hosting Asylum Seekers (Jan & Dick Futrell), 
Latinos Unidos & Surveillance Advocacy (Jennie 
Valdez & Martha Jeanette Rodriguez), Community 
ID Project (Stephanie Patiño-Garfias). We also 
heard from Bob Lewis (LEAD & MVIC), Catherine 
Bitwayiki (Cross Over Development), Joy Levett 
(Brunner Literacy Center), Randy Wilson & Treva 
Wynn (MVIC), Sofialyn Durusan (ENACT), Verletta 
Jackson (Welcome Dayton). 
Bill Ross (DITA, Dayton Immigration Transit Assis-
tance) spoke about the undersupplied and weary 
asylum seekers who pass through the bus station 
in Trotwood, on their way to sponsors. Local dedi-
cated volunteers greet buses and provide food, 
hygiene and comfort items, small toys, and assist 
with bus transfers. You can help! Read more at 
https://bit.ly/3nJQkKD 

month, delivered by 35 volunteers. Groceries and 
more were provided through grants and generous 
donations from local non-profits. The last regular 
delivery was in August; the project now provides 
case by case emergency help. 

Catherine Bitwayiki from Cross Over Development 

Lynn Buffington (MVIC Covid-Relief) recalled that 
when covid-19 hit, DITA bus greeting was suspend-
ed. Three volunteers used DITA funds to buy gro-
ceries for two immigrant families who lost work 
due to covid and were identified through Rapid Re-
sponse accompaniment. Fast forward and the pro-
ject quickly grew to regularly provide groceries and 
hygiene items to an average of 95 families, twice a 

Jan and Dick Futrell talking about asylum opportunity 
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